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What it really means: 

The necessity/biblical basis for accountability: 
Romans 14:12 ( NASB )  So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.

Galatians 6:1-2  Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.  Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. 
1 Thessalonians 5:11  Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10  Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up. 

Proverbs 12:15  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who listens to counsel. 

Proverbs 24:24-25  Whoever says to the guilty, 'you are innocent'—peoples will curse him and nations denounce him. But it will go well with those who convict the guilty, and rich blessing will come upon them. 

Ezekiel 3:18-19  When I [God} say to a wicked man, 'You will surely die,' and you do not warn him or speak out to dissuade him from his evil ways in order to save his life, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I will hold you accountable for his blood. But if you do warn the wicked man and he does not turn from his wickedness or from his evil ways, he will die for his sin; but you will have saved yourself.
Ephesians 5:21  and submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

Essentials for accountability in the body:
1. A guarded __________________ that builds trust: 
Proverbs 11:13 (NLT):  A gossip goes around telling secrets, but those who are trustworthy can keep a confidence.
2. An unshakable ___________ that is patient and understanding:  
1 Peter 4:12  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 
2 Corinthians 1:3-4:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.
Ephesians 2:12:  Remember that you were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

3. A humble __________________ that promotes openness and honesty: 
1 Peter 5:5  In the same way, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. And all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.
4. Focused ____________ on the Word of God: 
Colossians 3:16 (NIV)  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.
5. A discerning ____________ for the other person’s condition: 
1 Thessalonians 5:14  And we urge you, brothers and sisters, admonish the undisciplined, comfort the discouraged, help the weak, be patient toward all.
6. Faithful _______________ that run to follow through:  

Galatians 6:1-2  Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.  Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. 
A set of accountability questions from allaboutgod.com (a ministry from Saddleback Community Church) : 

1. What principle impacted your life from your quiet times this week? 

2. Do you feel you have been faithful to share your faith this week? 

3. Have you spent daily time with God in Bible reading and prayer? 

4. Have you given 100% effort in your job and home responsibilities? 

5. Have you been able to express love to those around you? 

6. Have you had opportunity to express encouragement and praise to your spouse, kids, or another family member? 

7. Has your thought life been pure? 

8. What was your biggest joy this week? 

9. How were you tempted and how did you respond? 

10. What have you done to enhance your relationship with your spouse? 

Dr. Dobson’s set of accountability questions for men:
1. Have you been with someone of the opposite sex this past week in a way that could be viewed as compromising?
2. Have you pursued all your financial dealings with integrity?
3. Have you viewed or read inappropriate material this week?
4. Have you reached the goals you set for Bible Study and prayer?
5. Have you spent quantity time and given priority to your family?
6. Have you been fulfilling the mandate of your calling?
7. Have you just lied to me?
A set of accountability commitments for leaders provided by Bill Young (GCC pastor in Salt Lake City):

1. Prayer 
-60 minutes per day
-for everyone in the church by name once per week

-with your wife 3 times per week

-for each accountability partner weekly
2. Bible devotions – 30 min. per day

3. Review at least 5 personal goals – 2 times per week 

4. Aerobic exercise – 30 min., 3 times per week

5. Read book of your choice – 20 pages per week 

6. E-mail accountability group – weekly (no blowing smoke)

7. Meet with accountability group for extended prayer and fellowship – 4 hours monthly

Questions:
1. What is the most difficult obstacle in your character that hinders you from seeking true biblical accountability?

2. To whom do you confess and reveal your deepest struggles, challenges, anxieties, and sins?
3. How do these people help you overcome your shortcomings and grow in your walk with Christ?

4. How are you at providing this help for others?

5. If you do not have people like this in your life, what will you do to seek out accountability relationships?







